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1. How much money can you can you genuinely generate purchasing on vocation?

2. How many hours per week do you work and how would you divide your time?

3. How do you figure out how to get big items in the event you are doing the pick-ups? Or do you use some kind of transportation?

4. I am interested in buying and reselling of luxurious clothing, such as handbags, shoes and other accessories. Do you have any suggestions to guarantee authenticity?

5. What do you estimate your hourly pay is when you first started compared to now that you acquired quite the experience?

6. What techniques do you use to spot bargains rapidly? Do you find that most sellers are available to have you pick things up that day?

7. I’ve been thinking about trying to do this with Video Games, since this is something I know a lot about. Do you have any idea if Video Games can be obtained cheaply enough to turn a profit or should I sell them somewhere else?

8. Could you go more in depth n talking down costs and deals with venders? 

9. What categories in your opinion should one avoid?

10. How do you handle situations where you find free things, acting immediately will be the logical answer, any thoughts on how to proceed? 










Part II

1. How much money can you can you genuinely generate purchasing on vocation?

That is usually the first question anybody asks me, and yes depends on your involvement and the deals that one can find a person can reach to a couple thousand per week. The way to go about it is through extreme dedication, patience and as always a bit of Lady Luck always helps me get some good offers. When I first started all I wanted to go was make a quick buck but as time went by and I started learning the secrets of the trade I made more money and I also spent less time in front of my computer. On the off chance that you are purchasing and offering bigger ticket items like appliances and various motorized vehicles, because that is where the real money is, one can make some serious money. However, one has to be logical and smart and not jump to areas where knowledge is lacking. If the person has a certain background in some area then they should target it, and be willing to work hard. Finally I think that location also plays a major role in making a lot of money. 

2. How many hours per week do you work and how would you divide your time?	

      The number of hours I work varies depending on the amount of time I spend online, so it can fluctuate between 25 to 50 hours a week. Nowadays, I have increased my working hours because I am almost about to finish off my debt and I would like to get rid of it as soon as possible. Once that debt is finally paid off, I will eventually take down a notch. I also want to add depends, on what I sell. If I get a big deal where I end up selling appliances I tend to more money in less amount of time. This is why I say and keep on saying that luck and patience help play a huge role. If I were to break down my working hours into percentages then it will look something like this:  10% looking online for items to buy, 35% driving around picking stuff up and delivering, 2% for listing the items, 3% selling and negotiating with customers, finally 40% fixing and preparing items for sale. This is not an exact science so these numbers are no more than an estimation of what I think I spend time doing. Who knows maybe I forget myself and end up spending more time on trivial things. Depending on the person and how efficient they work the percentages will vary considerably. 

3. How do you figure out how to get big items in the event you are doing the pick-ups? Or do you use some kind of transportation?

       The big items are always a hassle but also where I make most of my money. The first I did when I started dealing with large appliances was to buy a utility dolly, which has made my life extremely easy. For the time being I do most of the lifting myself, I am quite strong and I still have many years in the tank as long I don’t injure myself by lifting weights weigh more than I do. Again I am talking about myself and I would not recommend people to do that for them. I have quite the stories when my hands started to slip because of the weight I was lifting and also the hot weather did not help, but I will try to stick to simply answering the questions without going overboard. Gloves are also a necessity when dealing with heavy objects. Appliance dolly’s with the straps are a good safe guard I’ve also got a 4 wheel furniture cart that I can put underneath abnormally large items like 6 ft long chest freezers, big pieces of furniture in case the owner isn’t able or simply doesn’t want to help me out. The biggest problems I have faced are moving old freezers in steep staircases. Those are time I dread the most. I usually call over a friend to help me out. Other than that the rest of the appliances I can pretty much cover on my own. The vehicle I own is a Toyota Touareg, it has quite the space in the truck, but just in case I tow my utility trailer which is also equipped with a ramp to facilitate my life. I usually try to fit everything at once since it’s a hassle make two trips and I save up on gas. 

       4. I am interested in buying and reselling of luxurious clothing, such as handbags, shoes and other accessories. Do you have any suggestions to guarantee authenticity?

	Well I am not an expert when it comes to dealing with handbags and their authenticity; however I use the same training I was given when I used to work in the bank. Back then they only way and the best way to detect counterfeit money was for us to familiarize with real money. I can say with confidence that the same thing applies for handbags. Being able to deal with real handbags getting to feel the texture, the smell if the leather is real of not plays a major role in knowing the real from the fake. The best way is to purchase the item at the person’s house. Generally speaking someone who is selling fake clothes or handbags is not going to want people to know where they live. That is a first sign but not the last. Having a friend who is an avid consumer of luxurious clothes also helps a lot. However, if the seller doesn’t want you to come over then you start to have some weird feeling. Every time I have a bad gut feeling about a deal I simple walk away. From past experience I can say that the deals I had a bad feeling about them from the beginning for one reason or another always ended up giving me a bad headache from the start. Don't simply search for things to purchase, however take a look at the individuals and circumstances you are purchasing from. They have a tendency to uncover all you will need to decide about when you are attempting to choose whether to buy or not.

       5. What do you estimate your hourly pay is when you first started compared to now that you acquired quite the experience?

       When I first started it was quite tight but I was able to provide for my family of three. Over two years later which is no now my hourly income has probably quadrupled. The funny thing is that even though I am not working as many hours as I used to when I first started I am making more money than I ever had. It shows that with time and experience once can truly start to see the benefits of his work. Total income has come close to tripling while at the same time I do about 1/4th the amount of work as I did when I started. I cannot complain things are going pretty well so far. I see myself as a contractor who first started off by building a very expensive house instead of five cheap ones. It was hard it took some time but in the end I was able to prevail. I have two kids and a wife and I try to take at least two days from my week to make sure that I spend quality time with my family. In the end all this work is to support my family and give them a better life. I am more than sure that if I was single I would be working double the hours and making way more money but when you have a family it is not worth it to shower them with money and be invisible in their lives. I have hired someone to work with me so that has helped immensely. 
       6. What techniques do you use to spot bargains rapidly? Do you find that most sellers are available to have you pick things up that day?

       There is no definitive secret to this trade, it has taken me years to gather and learn the tricks. First and foremost I have a lot of website on top my browser which I use as indicatives of what I want to search. When it comes to appliances I like to use Appliance General, and the thing that I like most about their website is that is updates new articles every ten minutes. Then there are all the sub districts of every class, generally diverse district's around a big city. Those all have slightly distinctive timetables and you simply need to watch the ones you are interested in individually. This is most important for free items, as there are hundreds of people, at least in my area that are sitting at their computers trying to get free items. Depending on the category the person is searching for the level of competition can increase tenfold. The free sections are the hardest because the demand is high and so many people live for those moments, the second hardest category for me would by far be the buying and selling of cars. There are hundreds of dealers who are competing with each other for used cars. This is why I insisted in the beginning that knowing which category one should pursue empirical. Electronics and computers are a category not to be taken lightly for there are a lot of people out there with the knowledge and background who are doing this full time. The best browser for me and I am not advertising for them will be Google chrome, I especially like the option provided when you download the Gmail extension. This option simply enables you to click and rely to the email within the advertising and on top of that a Gmail window will open up immediately with all the postings of the information already pre-filled in. This facilitates my task very much since all I have to do is type what I am looking for and the item comes right away. Time is money as they say and in my field is it important so save on the extra time by finding better deals or snatching a product before someone else takes it away. 
	The time a post gets posted it is the best time to contact the seller and negotiate or simply accept their terms and buy the product. I would guess that by the time the seller post and all agreements are cleared that 80% of the people would ask you to come over immediately to pick up the product. If you can’t come right away, how you handle it is very important. You have to always keep in mind that the seller has all the power over the item they are selling so until the deal is finalized you have to be patient. The best way is to always ask when a good time would be for you to come over and obtain that item. The usual answer would be that they would pitch several different times and you try to pick a convenient time without specifying you can easily lose the deal. Never tell the seller that you will pick up some other time. The deal is not over until both parties get what they have come to negotiate for, the seller the money and the buyer the item. I have lost many deals in the past because I thought that I had the bargaining power when in fact I was no more than another eager buyer in the seller’s list. Setting and specifying appointments is the key to a successful deal. 

       7. I’ve been thinking about trying to do this with Video Games, since this is something I know a lot about. Do you have any idea if Video Games can be obtained cheaply enough to turn a profit or should I sell them somewhere else?

       You can sell almost anything, but as I said before just make sure that you do a little reconnaissance before you jump into whatever area you want to start selling. However, like in every business there are some items that sell more than others. As for me I tend to stay away from products that Apple produces since they are such a huge hit in EBay and usually all the prices are fixed so the profit tends to be every little. It’s very easy for people to find out how much their particular item is selling for if it’s sold often on EBay. Well you have nothing to lose just give a shot, as long as you are careful and methodical in your way of conducting business everything tends to go your way. Post a couple of games online or check games online and then u can come up with an assessment if it will bring you any profit. The best times for work are during the holidays since people want to get gifts. The most I ever work throughout the year is during Christmas. If I play my cards right and Lady Luck is smiling on me I make a hefty profit. Again I aim for products that I know people will want to buy or are more inclined to buy. The best way is to do some marketing research and come up with a list of the products which are most sold and aim for them. This is how I go about in my work. Of course after years in this business I don’t spend as much time searching because I have a general idea, but some research always helps greatly.

8. Could you go more in depth in talking down costs and deals with sellers? 

       The most professional way to talk down prices is to first send an email, demonstrating your interest and showing a little background on understanding the value of the item being issued. The next step is to make an offer and that if the terms are to be agreed on that you can come over and it right away. The next best way to ensure a successful transaction is through the phone. Nevertheless, in some occasions it is not worth buying an item unless the price is dropped a bit. You simply tell the seller the price you are willing to pay and you wait for their response. Getting to know you are dealing business with is crucial, so a little casual talk can always help your chances in getting the price you are looking for. Talking about the history of the item is the best ice breaker to ensure to some degree some leeway from the seller. After all the casual talk is done you transition in asking questions about the item. Finally follow up with the offer you had in mind. At first it might seem awkward but this is a business deal and being shy is not part of the business mindset. Be confident in your offer and hope that all that talk has helped sway the seller in your favor.

9. What categories in your opinion should one avoid?

That’s simple; avoid all categories that you have no idea about. Going head first into a transaction which you have no idea about can only harm you and in sometimes end up losing quite an amount of money. In one of my past experiences I encountered a situation where I wanted to buy some old baseball cards which I thought were still valuable. To my knowledge I was buying baseball cards which I assumed were quite old and therefore would bring me quite the extra profit. However, when I met with the seller the baseball cards were newer than he admitted at first and I ended up buying the whole stack. The thing is that to successful in this domain research is critical and no matter how experienced you think you are it is never enough. Every time you want to conduct a transaction you have to make sure that you have quite the knowledge about the item being purchased. After going back home I checked the cards again and found out that the cards I bought were not worth the price I paid at all. I immediately called back the seller and negotiated with him a new settlement in which I gave the cards back and bought another item for it. I ended up losing around thirty dollars, not much but an experience well learned. So I cannot say for a fact which categories to avoid but only go to areas you have the adequate knowledge to be able to make a profit. Like in every business people will try to fool you if they get a chance, so being very careful and meticulous in choosing the right categories and items.

10. How do you handle situations where you find free things, acting immediately will be the logical answer, any how to avoid missing out on ads? 

Well the problem with free items is that naturally everybody jumps for them. The timing and of course the luck of landing on some of these items is one in a thousand. Some times and I mean rarely when I do get a free item by the time I go to pick up the item around 100 emails have been sent in less than thirty minutes. It seems that some people live for the free items and if they ever get a chance they will not miss it. It is very simple the longer you prolong not going to pick up a certain item the less of a chance you will have to get it in the end. So when it comes to free items alacrity is the key to make sure you get it, because if you answer back in five minutes you can be sure that you have lost your window of opportunity. 
	When it comes to missing out on items, I have been trying to improve this problem this past year. What I have learned has helped me considerably was buying a tablet and installing a 3g card. This has given me an advantage since now I can check items online while driving or moving around. Sometimes I even had the luck to pick up a few things while going to get an item I already bought. Doesn’t always occur however, being up to date has made sure that I don’t miss out on as many deal as I used to before. To be honest this work to be efficient you need a team of people working with you to make sure that you can to some extent control the flow. The person working with me has helped a lot but if I could hire more people with each person doing a specific task I think things could develop faster and efficiently. Responding to emails while driving around has been a breakthrough for me since I never used to multitask before. I never leave the office until I make sure that the deal has been finalized and I can go over and pick up the item. The person I have hired comes to help me with the lifting and also with detecting new deals. I can clearly say that the biggest part of the fight in this area o work is finding the business deals and reacting fast enough by either telephone or email to settle the deal. 
My last point in regards to the item, depending on what I am buying I would need to ask the seller to send me a picture. If the distance to the seller’s house is not far off I might not ask for a picture however, if the distance is quite long a picture always helps me be reassured. It is simple the further away the more questions I ask before I jump into my car and drive off to meet up with them. After I have asked the questions and I still feel little uncertain I simply walk away from the deal. My gut instinct is the number one provider for me to avoid problems. Two rules to always abide by, avoiding getting into situations where the owner is desperate to get rid of the item that is the number one indicator that something is definitively wrong with the item. Second of all do not jump into deals where the owner needs you to get it immediately no matter what the excuse, they give you something is definitively fishy. That is when mistake are made and you end up regretting ever going through with the deal. Be persistent and patient, finally an item posted without a picture is number one sign that things are not going well. This is all I have to say about purchasing on vocation, I hope my answers have clarified any misunderstandings you ever had. 

Part III

	The internet has facilitated the world we live in and has made the world attainable by just a click of a button. No longer are the days where people have to wake up and work long hours to earn their living. The new way of life is made up of people who work from home and attain everything they need without ever leaving their doorstep. Purchasing on vocation maybe has been regarded as a joke twenty years ago but a lot of people use to sustain their lifestyle. The interview above has provided an in depth analysis of everything regarding the pros and cons and how to be successful in this kind of job. The three important things to retain from this report for anyone who wants to pursue this domain are: patience, knowhow of the item searched and finally persistence. Luck can be added but that is something that not everyone has, so the first three criteria’s are a must, while luck is something given or bestowed upon a few. 
	The reason why a lot of people have started this new style of living is because they can earn a lot of profit with less work and they are free to do as they wish with their spare time. Someone who has been working in this type of activity for a while can easily have expanded his business by hiring other people to work for them as assistants. The person can travel the world and at the same time look for deals and have the people working for them take care of all the manual labor and payments. The success of anyone who wants to pursue this business can be broken down into four parts: buying, selling, purchase and the sale. 

Buying
	The buying part focuses on the person’s online activity and how well they use their time to make the right purchases. This is why checking the websites at least three times a day should be crucial. If anything it should be set up as clockwork and every time a meal is being served it also means it is time to check your browser (Tyson, 2010). While this might help improve your chances of finding better deals it doesn’t mean that it will certainly work, the more you check the better the chances and also patience. In this line of work patience is everything; a patient will wait for the best deals and get the most profit. The next step is to check the items that show pictures, it will be a waste of time to wander aimlessly reading about items without a picture being displayed. The tiny thumbnail will provide a preview of the images within the post (Tyson, 2010). Keywords are crucial since it helps cut time in almost in half when the person knows what they are looking for. Search regularly, with a wide exhibit of pursuit terms appropriate to the classification of items you want to buy. Facilitating tasks for you will help save time and hopefully have a more efficient return on investment. Creating a comparison shopping spreadsheet will help provide an idea of the items you want and what you are looking for. Focusing on research is crucial in making sure that the best deals are being chosen. This is why using proper keywords can help facilitate your research and eventually discover cheaper deals (Tyson, 2010). The function of spreadsheet helps clarify the differences in items by typing in the category, price, location and any other distinct qualities that need to be mentioned. By doing this small effort in research you will have a database loaded with all the information you need when you are trying to compare items side by side. This may look as a waste of time and boring procedure but as we all know, Rome was not built in one day; necessary steps have to be taken to ensure profitability in the near future (Tyson, 2010).  Finally keeping a bookmarker of all the items watched but not bought. This is very important to use since money will not be around so it is good to keep items you have chosen and come back from them later. One thing to bear in mind is that most of the times the item will have been sold but there are occasions when they still are for sale (Tyson, 2010). 

PURCHASING
	After having chosen what item you want to buy contacting the seller through email or phone is crucial. Whether it be through email or talking on the phone first impressions are everything, so make sure to be concise, formal and polite. We have to keep in mind that the seller is not bound by any rule stating that he has to sell anything to you(Tyson, 2010). Unlike in a shop where the owner has to wait hours for customers to come in, selling online has bids every minute, so first impressions can be the ticket to getting the deal or losing it. Fast responses while they give an upper hand don’t mean they finalize the deals. Responding in a polite and concise way is mandatory. After greeting the seller start talking business, it is always good if you can engage in casual talk but do not stray away too much from the topic. Simply state your interest in the item, confirm how much you’ll pay, and when you’re available to pick up (Tyson, 2010). Most people rather dealing on the phone since it saves time and it gives direct contact with the seller. The next step is to know when to bargain and also having sound offers keeping the seller’s attention on point. The best time to bargain for an item would be for items that are fairly common. This way you can justify that this item is very common and the negotiations for the bargain can commence. The best way for a successful bargain is to bring up reasons why the price should be dropped (Tyson, 2010). Always keep in mind that being considerate toward the seller is eminent and that offending them is never a good sign. The way one appeals to another has an effect on whether the deal will continue or end up having a brusque halt. Appealing to the seller in ways you might think are a particular trait worth mentioning, which will help you stand out from the other buyers. There are a lot of kind people in the world who might be lenient with the price if you just explain your story honestly, and this be can only be achieved by being truthful and be yourself (Tyson, 2010). When the price has been bargained and it’s time to pick up the item make sure that the address is correct, and always keep the phone number close. The key to any deal to real a successful end is communication. Last thing worth mentioning is be careful and cautious when you are going to a stranger’s house (Tyson, 2010). 

SELLING
	The steps for selling differ because now you are one in charge who is posting items to be sold. As listed above the most important thing is have pictures of the item from different angles so the customers can know what they are going to buy. Being honest also helps, if there are any defects about the item it is good to mention it, it also automatically creates an unconscious positive response from the customer. The pictures should be clear and the best way to achieve that is through proper lighting, if that is a problem take the pictures in morning. Another trick that helps provides a better view is to stage your items to provide them with a better view for the customers. Capturing and showing multiple angles, as well as any unique features to captivate the customer’s attention is beneficial. By combining all these photography tips will help have an invigorating effect on the buyer’s attention. It also indirectly informs the buyer that the seller cares about the items you aren’t liable to mess up the deal (Tyson, 2010). Displaying the images of the items is great but also the information regarding all the details of the owner’s location. List when you’d be available for pickup, whether or not you’ll accept best offer, if you’re open to trades, types of payment you’ll accept, typically only cash (Tyson, 2010). After all the information has been meticulously typed down then the next step is to post it and start waiting for the emails to start raining down on you. 

THE SALE
	The long wait is almost done for the all necessary steps have been finished. This is the part where the seller sits backs and waits for the email to start coming in. Checking your email regularly is important and having an automatic updating service always helps. This will let you know nearly instantly when you have a potential buyer emailing with a question or an intention to buy. Respond as fast as you can to all messages. In the event that your item is prominent and you have different messages, disclose to the lower bidders that you'll just acknowledge full price due to interest (Tyson, 2010). The internet is full of spammers and learning to distinguish them from the rest of the potential buyers is crucial. It is regularly simple to recognize spam from the genuine article as they're composed in an exceptionally non specific and wide arrangement. To reduce this worry, you can ask for that potential purchasers submit a phone number in their email or go on about the specific item (Tyson, 2010). The final step is the sale, but be certain you stick to those courses of action. On the off chance that a crisis comes up, tell the purchaser as quickly as time permits. Even when the final steps are dealt do not drop your guard because fake bills do exist. In the event that somebody is paying in huge bills, don't be reluctant to twofold check whether they're genuine bills and have them confirmed at a close-by bank. In case you're managing an extravagant thing, I would even recommend using PayPal. On the off chance that the purchaser is coming to you, request that they pay before leaving, so all the money related issues are finished (Tyson, 2010).
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